




SYDNEY METRO – WESTERN SYDNEY AIRPORT EPBC 2020/8687 | Annual Compliance Report – October 2026 3 

 OFFICIAL 

Table of Contents 

Declaration of accuracy ................................................................................................................ 4 

1. Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 5 

1.1 Purpose ....................................................................................................................................................................... 5 

1.2 Project overview ...................................................................................................................................................... 5 

1.3 Description of the approved action .................................................................................................................. 7 

1.4 Location of the approved action ........................................................................................................................ 8 

1.5 Activities undertaken during the reporting period .................................................................................... 12 

2. Compliance with Conditions of Approval ..................................................................... 15 

3. Summary of Compliance ................................................................................................ 37 

3.1 Summary of compliance report findings ............................................................................................................. 37 

3.2 Variation to the EPBC Approval (2020/8687) ................................................................................................... 37 

4. New environmental risks ................................................................................................ 37 

Figures 

Figure 1: Planning approval context from the Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport Project ............ 6 
Figure 2: Location of the Project – St Marys to Claremont Meadows. Land to which this approval 
applies is shown in orange. ................................................................................................................................................ 9 
Figure 3: Location of the Project – Orchard Hills to Warragamba to Prospect Water Supply Pipeline. 
Land to which this approval applies is shown in orange. ...................................................................................... 10 
Figure 4: Location of the Project – Luddenham to Western Sydney International. Land to which this 
approval applies is shown in orange. ............................................................................................................................. 11 
 

Tables  
Table 1: Key approval dates ................................................................................................................................................ 5 
Table 2: Construction works undertaken by each package during the 2025-2026 reporting period. 12 
Table 3: EPBC (2020/8687) Conditions of Approval compliance table .......................................................... 16 
 



SYDNEY METRO – WESTERN SYDNEY AIRPORT EPBC 2020/8687 | Annual Compliance Report – October 2026 4 

 OFFICIAL 

  

  

Declaration of accuracy  
In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain 
circumstances to knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. 

The offence is punishable on conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the 
information and documentation supporting this compliance report is true and correct in every 
particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this declaration and that I have no 
knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this declaration. 

 

Signed  

 
Full name    
Position  Director Project Partnering - Environment, Sustainability 

and Planning, Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport 
(SM-WSA) 

Organisation  Sydney Metro  
Organisation ABN 12 354 063 515 
Date  2/10/2026 
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1.3 Description of the approved action  
The Sydney Metro – Western Sydney Airport (SM-WSA) EPBC Act Final Environmental Impact Assessment 
of the off-airport proposed action (EPBC 2020/8687) provides a detailed description of the approved 
action and should be referred to where further information is required.   
 
Key operational components of the approved action include: 

• Around 4.3 kilometres of twin rail tunnels (generally located side by side) between St Marys (the 
northern extent of the approved action) and Orchard Hills 

• A cut-and-cover tunnel around 350 metres long (including tunnel portal), transitioning to an in-
cutting rail alignment south of the M4 Western Motorway at Orchard Hills 

• Around 10 kilometres of rail alignment between Orchard Hills and Western Sydney International 
(the southern extent of the approved action), consisting of a combination of viaduct and surface 
rail alignment 

• Three new metro stations: 
o St Marys (providing interchange with the T1 Western Line) 
o Orchard Hills 
o Luddenham  

• Grade separation of the track alignment at key locations including: 
o Where the alignment interfaces with existing infrastructure such as the Great Western 

Highway, M4 Western Motorway, Lansdowne Road, Patons Lane, the Warragamba to 
Prospect Water Supply Pipelines (the pipelines), Luddenham Road, the future M12 
Motorway and Elizabeth Drive 

o Crossings of Blaxland Creek and Cosgroves Creek and other small waterways to provide 
flood immunity for the project 

• Modifications to the existing Sydney Trains station and rail infrastructure at St Marys to support 
interchange and customer transfer between the new metro station and the T1 Western Line 

• A stabling and maintenance facility and operational control centre located to the south of 
Blaxland Creek and east of the proposed metro track 

• An integrated tunnel ventilation system including a potential service facility at Claremont 
Meadows, as required 

• All operational systems and infrastructure such as crossovers, rail sidings, signalling, 
communications, overhead wiring, power supply, lighting, fencing, security and access 
tracks/paths 

• Retaining walls at required locations along the alignment 
• Environmental protection measures such as noise barriers (if required), on-site water detention, 

water quality treatment basins and other drainage works. 
 

Construction activities that would be undertaken for the approved action include: 
• Enabling works 
• Main construction works including:  

o Tunnelling and associated works  
o Corridor and associated works  
o Stations and associated works  
o Ancillary facilities and associated works 

• Rail systems fit out 
• Finishing works, as well as testing and commissioning 
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1.4 Location of the approved action  
Land to which the EPBC (2020/8687) approval applies is shown in Figure 2, Figure 3 and Figure 4. The 
construction boundaries and final surface levels shown are indicative only and are subject to construction 
planning and detailed design. 
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2. Compliance with Conditions of Approval 
The EPBC (2020/8687) Approval contains 40 conditions of approval. Table 3 replicates the conditions, 
comments on compliance with the condition requirements during the reporting period and provides 
supporting documents to confirm findings.  A summary of compliance is provided in section 3.  
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3. Summary of Compliance  
This section summarises the findings of the annual compliance report for this reporting period.  

3.1 Summary of compliance report findings  
There are 40 conditions of approval; during the reporting period 21 conditions were considered to be 
compliant, 19 conditions were considered not applicable, and no non-compliances were identified. The 
majority of the “not applicable” conditions were due to requirements either not being triggered or because 
the requirements of the condition fell outside the scope of the current reporting period or have been 
addressed in previous reports. 

3.2 Variation to the EPBC Approval (2020/8687)  
On 12 September 2024, a variation to the EPBC Approval (2020/8687) was made under section 143(1)(a) of 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The variation was to delete 
conditions 26, 34 and 35 and substitute with new conditions to do the following: 

• Change to condition 26 clarified what plans must be published on the projects website.  

• Change to condition 34 clarified that all plans can be revised if approved by the Minister.  

• Change to condition 35 permitted revision of the Biodiversity Management Plan and the 
Biodiversity Staging Plan without submitting it for approval, if the taking of the action in 
accordance with the revised action management plans would not be likely to have a new or 
increased impact.  

Sydney Metro has implemented to the variation to the conditions since the approval was varied on the 12 
September 2024.  

4.  New environmental risks  
No new environmental risks have been identified during the reporting period.  

As the project advances, Sydney Metro and its contractors will continue to monitor and manage 
environmental risks through the Sydney Metro and our contractor’s ISO 14001-compliant environmental 
management systems. 

 

  



 

 OFFICIAL 

© Sydney Metro 

Users are welcome to copy, 
reproduce and distribute the 
information contained in this report 
for non-commercial purposes only, 
provided acknowledgement is given 
to Sydney Metro as the source.  




