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Station box excavation continues deep underground at Parramatta.

Rocking out at Parramatta
The NSW Government is delivering Sydney Metro West 
– a new underground metro railway which will double 
rail capacity between Parramatta and the Sydney CBD, 
link new communities to rail services and support 
employment growth and housing supply. 

Sydney Metro West stations have been confirmed at 
Westmead, Parramatta, Sydney Olympic Park, North 
Strathfield, Burwood North, Five Dock, The Bays, 
Pyrmont, and Hunter Street in the Sydney CBD. 

The Gamuda and Laing O’Rourke Consortium (GLC) 
is delivering the Western Tunnelling Package. The 
project involves nine kilometres of twin metro rail 
tunnels between Westmead and Sydney Olympic Park, 
excavation for two new metro stations, a stabling and 
maintenance facility at Clyde and a precast facility at 
Eastern Creek.

Parramatta construction update
Big things are happening in the heart of Parramatta, with 
excavations for the future Parramatta metro station now 
in the final stages. 

Below ground, the team is hard at work excavating the 
western side of the station box, now that tunnel boring 
machines (TBMs) Betty and Dorothy have successfully 
completed their journey through Parramatta and reached 
their final destination at Westmead. 

On the surface, archaeologists are doing some digging 
of their own. They’re working in the final portion of the 
23,000-square-metre site, bringing almost four years of 
heritage investigations to a close.

https://www.sydneymetro.info/


Local community welcomes  
TBM Dorothy to Parramatta
On Saturday 9 August 2025, more than 200 members of the 
local community were welcomed on site to meet the team and 
see TBM Dorothy in the station box before she headed off 
towards Westmead. 

Throughout the day, visitors joined guided tours which took 
them down into the station box for selfies with Dorothy, Q&As 
with project engineers, and a peek into the tunnel created by 
TBM Betty before she was relaunched to Westmead. Once 
back on the surface, visitors had the chance to explore some 
of the archaeological artefacts uncovered during heritage 
investigations, learn more about Sydney Metro, and climb 
aboard some of the machinery on display. People of all ages learnt about Parramatta’s rich history.

Strike a pose! Our tunnelling superstar brought out the 
superstar in others.

Tour groups joined expert engineers in the station box for a tell-all on  
TBM Dorothy.

Getting up close and personal with TBM Dorothy.

Temporary beams installed at varying depths within the 
station box provide internal support for the deep excavation.

Go West!
The western section of the station box has 
reached a key milestone with the installation of 
the third and final layer of supporting beams 
and struts. Excavation activities will continue 
until mid-2026.

Excavators working inside the station box.

Spoil is removed from the station box onto the surface 
before being transported off site.

Archaeologists at work.

Brushing up on our history – the latest finds at Parramatta

Did you know? 

	• Excavation of the station box happened in two stages to 
align with the tunnelling program and keep the  
TBMs moving.

	• Both TBMs entered  the eastern side of the box and 
reached a temporary headwall in the middle before 
being relaunched approximately one month apart.

	• As excavation of the western side of the box progresses, 
the tunnels created by the TBMs are being uncovered.

More than 140,000 artefacts have been uncovered during archaeological investigations at Parramatta. Most of 
these are from the colonial settlement period and relate to the many thousands of people who lived and worked in 
the area from the 1790s to the early 1900s.  

Around 600 Aboriginal artefacts have been found, mostly stone tools and items related to stone tool making. 
These are connected to the Burramattagal people, the traditional custodians of the Parramatta area, and other 
First Nations groups who lived there, visited, or traded with the Burramattagal.

Recent finds include:

	• Remains of a tramway system within Ritchie’s Ironworks –  
a business that made rail passenger carriages and rolling 
stock in the centre of Parramatta in the 1870s

	• An Aboriginal ground-edge axe and evidence of other 
stone tool making

	• Contact-period glass artefacts – providing evidence of 
Aboriginal people using materials brought by Europeans to 
make traditional tools

	• Evidence of gardening tools, furrows and plough lines from 
early convict-era George Street lots.
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Six-month look ahead and out-of-hours work activities

Activity Noise 
impact

December 
2025

January 
2026

February 
2026

March 
2026

April 
2026 

May 
2026

Lining and waterproofing 
tunnel nozzles Low • • • •

Installing western ring beams Low • • •
Station box excavation, 
including removal of  
excavated material

Low to 
medium • • • • • •

Surveying within and  
around site

Low • • • • • •
Geotechnical and utility 
investigations and upgrades 
within and around site

Low • • • • • •

Archaeological investigations Low • • • •
Delivery of machinery, materials 
and equipment 

Low • • • • • •
Macquarie Lane closure for 
sewer relining works

Low to 
medium • •

Macquarie Lane closure for 
permanent road restoration 
works

Low to 
medium • •

• Standard construction hours  • 24 hour work activities  • Out-of-hours work

Are you signed up for e-news?
Subscribe to our mailing list at 
metrotunnelsGLC@transport.nsw. gov.au to 
stay in the know about what’s coming up on 
the project. You’ll receive regular notifications 
about upcoming work, as well as newsletters 
and invites to our upcoming community open 
days – those you won’t want to miss!

Parramatta community open day, August 2025. 

Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more information 
please contact our project team:

1800 612 173 Community infoline open 24 hours

metrotunnelsGLC@transport.nsw.gov.au

�Sydney Metro West 
PO Box K659, Haymarket NSW 1240 

Translating and interpreting service 
If you need help understanding this information,  
please contact the Translating and Interpreting Service  
on 131 450 and ask them to call us on 1800 612 173.

Access information in over 100 languages. 

Download Sydney Metro Connect from the App store 
or get it on Google Play.




