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1. Introduction 
Sydney Metro (as ‘the Proponent’ and determining authority) approved the re-establishment 
and operation of a precast facility (the Proposal) at a pre-existing site located on George Booth 
Drive, Buchanan, in the Cessnock local government area (LGA) (the Proposal site). This was 
approved through the Buchanan Precast Facility Review of Environmental Factors (the 
approved REF). 
 
The Proposal is required to support the construction of the Sydney Metro – Western Sydney 
Airport (SM-WSA) through the production of precast concrete viaduct and bridge elements. 
The proposed use of the facility is temporary and is expected to operate for approximately two 
years. Once the precast works required for the Proposal are completed, the use of the facility 
will cease. 
 
The approved REF included the following: 
• Re-establishment of the precast facility, including removal of five trees and other 

vegetation 
• Extension of the existing precast yard shed and hardstand to accommodate 

construction of precast concrete segments 
• Extension of the existing storage/laydown area 
• Installation of site office facilities including amenities 
• Re-establishment of the existing on-site carpark facilities and internal roads (where 

required) 
• Reconnection of the ancillary supporting infrastructure, including utilities, lighting and 

signage 
• Production and dispatch of precast concrete segments 
• Site decommissioning, including the removal of the site office, plant and equipment. 
 
Since determination of the approved REF ongoing design development and construction 
planning has resulted in a change to the extension of the existing precast yard shed and 
hardstand to accommodate construction of precast concrete segments. The change involves 
the construction, use and decommissioning of a temporary shed and extension of a hardstand 
area instead of an extension of the existing precast yard (the proposed change). The 
temporary shed will be used to accommodate two additional viaduct precast moulds. The 
proposed change would be wholly within the Proposal site as described in the approved REF 
and shown in Figure 1 below.  
 
Due to the minor nature of the change the following was not required: 
• Additional consultation  
• Further consideration of Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 (EPBC Act) matters of national environmental significance  
 

The purpose of this Addendum REF is to describe the proposed change, to assess any 
potential environmental impacts of the proposed change having regard to the provisions of 
Section 5.5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (EP&A Act) 1979, and to 
identify any additional mitigation measures that may be needed to reduce potential impacts of 
the proposed change. This Addendum REF has been prepared in accordance with section 
171 of the Environment Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 (EP&A Regulation). 
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2. Description of the proposed change  
The proposed change involves the removal of the existing precast yard shed extension and 
hardstand extension from the scope of the approved project and the addition of a temporary 
shed. The proposed precast yard shed extension that was assessed in the approved REF was 
required to accommodate two additional viaduct precast moulds, these moulds will now be 
placed in the temporary shed. The proposed change would also require a small hardstand 
extension in a different area of the Proposal site.  

The proposed change would include the following: 

• Removal of the existing precast yard shed extension and hardstand extension from 
the scope of works 

• Construction, use, and decommissioning of a temporary shed approximately 80 
metres in length by 28 metres in width and 21 metres high. The temporary shed 
would be located on an existing hardstand surface 85 metres east of the existing 
precast yard shed 

• A hard stand extension of about 25 metres by 35 metres, to allow safe vehicle 
movements between the precast moulds. The location of the hardstand extension 
will occur in an area about 50 metres to the south of the location assessed in the 
approved REF as shown in Figure 2 

• Clearing of two Grey gum (Eucalyptus punctata) trees. These two trees were 
initially in an area that would have been retained in the approved REF.  

The proposed change is the result of ongoing design development and construction planning. 
The proposed change would remove the need to clear five trees assessed in the approved 
REF (three Grey gum (Eucalyptus punctata) and two Swamp paperbark (Melaleuca 
linariifolia). However two grey gums (Eucalyptus punctata) in a different area would still require 
removal. This will result in a net saving of three trees. Additionally the temporary shed will be 
located approximately 85 metres further from receivers compared to the existing precast yard 
shed extension. The change in footprint would reduce the amount of vegetation clearing and 
hardstand installation required to accommodate the two additional viaduct precast moulds.  
The works are expected to commence in late October 2022 and take about eight weeks to 
complete. The works would be completed during standard construction hours, and the 
workforce and equipment / machinery to be used would remain consistent with that previously 
assessed in the approved REF. 

The proposed change would be wholly within the Proposal site as described in the approved 
REF refer Figure 1. The key features of the proposed change are shown in Figure 2.  
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Figure 1: Site Layout Plan as described in the approved REF 
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Figure 2: Location of proposed change, showing location of the new temporary shed, new hardstand 
area, and location of vegetation removal    
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5. Conclusion  
The proposed change to the Buchanan Precast Facility is subject to assessment under 
Division 5.1 of the EP&A Act. 
 
This Addendum REF has considered and assessed the potential impacts and potential 
benefits of the proposed change in accordance with section 171 of the EP&A Regulation (refer 
to Section 7 of the approved REF and Section 3 of this Addendum REF) and concluded that: 
• The proposed change is not "likely to significantly affect the environment" for the 

purposes of Division 5.1 of the EP&A Act 
• The proposed change is not "likely to significantly affect threatened species" for the 

purposes of Part 7 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 
 
Consequently, no environmental impact statement or species impact statement (or 
biodiversity development assessment report) is required to be prepared under Division 5.1 of 
the EP&A Act or Part 7 of the BC Act. It is also considered that the proposed change does not 
trigger the need for referral or approval under the Commonwealth EPBC Act. 
 
Based on Sydney Metro's careful consideration of the environmental impact assessment 
contained in the Review of Environmental Factors, and this Addendum REF, it is 
recommended that the Proposal proceed subject to the Conditions of Approval contained in 
Section 4 of this Report. 
 
 
  






